AP Literature

Research Paper


Rationale:

One of the beautiful things about fiction is that it offers us a human glimpse through a window in time.  While reading historical research and documents is crucial to learn facts and details about a moment in time, fiction fills in the gaps for us and can show us how people lived, loved, suffered, and endured during trying times.  The Salem witch trials is a fascinating study of human nature in our own short American history.  Arthur Miller’s portrayal of the hardships of John and Elizabeth Proctor give us a more comprehensive and poignant view of our own colonists.  

Within Richard Wright’s novel Native Son there are so many historical allusions and subjects that he wants his readers to see. We will examine a few of them in depth through this project which will lead us to a deeper understanding of the characters, our history, and ourselves.
Assignment:

You are now to research exhaustively to find an important correlation between the novel and the era in which it was written (and set).  You are to find at least five reputable sources.  If your sources are not reputable, I will not accept your paper.  Your paper should be between 5-7 pages in length.  This paper must be accurately and thoroughly documented using MLA parenthetical citation.  If your paper is not cited properly, I will not accept it.  You also will have several deadlines to meet along the way.  You may not submit your research paper without having met your deadlines.  

Specific Prompt:

How is the novel a representation of the era in which it was written?  Broadly, how are literature and history connected? (Additionally, you may find the novel had an impact on the era. You may include that if it fits well).

Timeline and Deadlines:

1. ___________Read novel; take notes

2. ___________Narrow your topic of research (do a little preliminary research(this is where general sites like wikipedia come in handy. You won’t use them as your sources.

3. ___________Create a one-page (or less) working outline( just a skeleton of your work to come. Confer with teacher and one other person in the class.

4. ___________Collect 5 or more good sources

5. ___________Complete annotated bibliography.  The citation will be in MLA format and will be followed with a bulleted list of the main points provided in the source. Use handout for format.

6. ___________Use your own method of note-taking (google docs, notecards, notebook,etc).  Printing and highlighting is not considered note-taking. It may, however be the first step in annotating your sources before taking notes. You will be required to turn your notes in!
7. ___________Revise working outline:  Clearly develop thesis 

8. ___________Draft of your paper

9. ___________ Conference with your teacher outside of class

10. ___________Revise paper (2nd draft) and conference with one other person
11. ___________Revise and edit paper (3rd draft)

12. ___________Submit final draft of research paper.  

