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AP Literature
Frankenstein
Essay		

1. Romantic and Gothic literature commonly use nature to convey tone and mood. In a well-organized essay, explain how Frankenstein is a characteristic Romantic and Gothic novel. 

2. Gothic literature has given way to modern horror literature and films, including several renditions of Frankenstein. In a well-organized essay, describe what common Gothic conventions are still being used today. (Use at least three specific examples of Gothic convention from modern films or books.) 


3. During the Enlightenment, society began to shift from a strictly religious to a scientific view of life. In a well-organized essay, explain how Frankenstein rails against the Enlightenment. 

4. In a well-organized essay, describe the transformation of Frankenstein’s character throughout the novel. 

5. Read the following passages. In a well-organized essay, explain the irony of the two passages when compared to one another. Make a persuasive argument about which character you feel is correct in his comparison to the “fallen angel.”  

“...I possessed a coolness of judgment that fitted me for illustrious achievements. This sentiment of the worth of my nature supported me, when others would have been oppressed; for I deemed it criminal to throw away in useless grief those talents that might be useful to my fellow-creatures. When I reflected on the work I had completed, no less a one than the creation of a sensitive and rational animal, I could not rank myself with the her common projectors. But this thought, which supported me in the commencement of my career, now serves only to plunge me lower than the dust. All my speculations and hopes are as nothing; and, like the archangel who aspired to omnipotence, I am chained in an eternal hell...I trod heaven in my thoughts, now exulting my powers, now burning with the idea of their effects. From infancy, I was imbued with high hopes and lofty ambition; but how I am sunk! Oh! My friend, if you had known me as I once was, you would not recognize me in this state of degradation.”  —Victor Frankenstein, Chapter XXIV 

 “Once my fancy was soothed with dreams of virtue, of fame, and of enjoyment. Once I falsely hoped to meet with beings who, pardoning my outward form, would love me for the excellent qualities which I was capable of unfolding. I was nourished of high thoughts of honour and devotion. But now crime has degraded me beneath the meanest animal. No guilt, no mischief, no misery can be found comparable to mine. When I run over the catalog of my sins, I cannot believe I am the same creature whose thoughts were once filled with sublime and transcendent visions of beauty and the majesty of goodness. But it is even so; the fallen angel becomes a malignant devil. Yet even that enemy of God and man had friends and associates in his desolation; I am alone.”  —The Creature, Chapter XXIV 

6. Robert Walton is used as a catalyst for Frankenstein to tell his story. The premise of the entire novel rests on Frankenstein warning Walton to stop his mad pursuit of knowledge. What are the similarities between Frankenstein and Walton? In what ways are they and their experiences different? In a well-organized essay, answer the previous questions and make an argument as to whether Frankenstein’s story helps Walton. 
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